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OPPOSITE: Using glass
to replace the upper
portion of the wall
between the shower
and vanity makes

the bathroom feel
larger, Wide window
casing extended on
one side from floor to
ceiling helps update
the space. LEFT: A
quartzite ledge caps
the mosaic tile serving
as wainscoting on the
vanity wall, creating a
perfect perch for soaps
and sailboats.

A teenage sister and her)unger brother

are finally happy to share a bathroom
thanks to a cool, gender-neutral revamp.

WRITER AND FIELD EDITOR HEIDI PEARSON
PHOTOGRAPHER MARTY BALDWIN
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it’s basic famil
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KITCHEN + BATH MAKEOVERS | FALL/WINTER 2013

\' drama:

siblings fighting over the bathroom. But in
the Weisner home in suburban Minneapolis,

the dramatic stakes were especially high
because the siblings vying for the bathroom were a teenage girl
(countless tubes of lip gloss and hours spent with styling irons)
and a 7-year-old boy (countless bath toys and hours spent
splashing in the tub).

“The Weisners wanted to transform the dark, narrow
bathroom into a room that would make both kids equally happy,
which was no small task,” says Gigi DiGiacomo of DiGiacomo
Homes & Renovation. “By introducing more light, improving
storage, and going with a gender-neutral color palette, we ended
up with a space the whole family really loves.”

Liberal use of turquoise, green, and sand-color mosaic tiles
infuses the bathroom with youthful personality. At $95 a square
foot, the tiles were a worth-it splurge. “The colors are just
perfect,” Tammi Weisner says. “Not too girly, not too masculine—
just right.”

An IKEA vanity top and faucet as well as standard subway field
tiles helped offset the cost of higher-end items, including the
dual-flush toilet and the glass panel that was installed in place of
the original wall separating the shower and vanity. “The effect of
that glass wall is priceless in terms of the light it draws into the
bathroom,” DiGiacomo says.

Deep drawers in the custom vanity provide plenty of storage
for the Weisner siblings. “Now if I could just get the kids to keep
the bathroom clean,” Tammi says with a laugh, “everything would
be perfect!”

RESOURCES BEGIN ON PAGE 108,
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Cabinetry

Hardware

Vanity and wall panels
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Plumbing

Faucet

Shower valves and controls
Sink
Toilet, tub
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Surfaces
Quartzite ledge, includes labor 800
Tile, includes labor 4,550
Paint, includes labor 1,500
Shower glass and mirror,

includes labor

Miscellaneou

Pendant light fixture

Costs do not include labor unless noted,

Budget constraints prevented the
Weisners from moving plumbing fixtures,
but the space seems larger and brighter
thanks to the new glass panel separating
the tub and vanity, as well as a lighter
color palette..

about this makeover

OPPOSITE: A white
furniture-style vanity
adds a fresh vibe to the
bath. ABOVE: The half-
wall creates an open
feeling in the room.
The water line for the
shower was moved to
the side wall to minimize
plumbing costs. To add
visual interest but keep
expenses down, simple
subway tile extends

to the ceiling. LEFT:
An open-trough faucet
placed to the side adds
style to the bath, The
single handle makes it
easy to use.
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